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From the President’s Desk

Fall is such a wonderful time of the year
in New England, from harvesting the garden,
attending fairs, apple and pumpkin picking,
the smell of hot apple pie baking, the taste
of apple cider and enjoying the cool, crisp
weather.
This is “last call” for volunteers for both
the N.E. Grange Building and the MA Building
at the Big E. Please refer to my last article for
contact information. I’m sure they have some
last-minute openings. Spend part of the day
by volunteering and then enjoying the fair.
The Extravaganza was a lot of work and
I’d like to thank Christopher Szkutak, Randy
Vaill and the Ag Committee for planning and
coordinating the day. Also thank you to our
State Lecturer, Kristin Paulson, for overseeing the talent portion of the day, the Junior
Committee for overseeing the Juniors and the
Home and Community Committee for overseeing the Bake-off. Congratulations to all the
winners. The tours of the property, including
the Pollinator Garden, was an added bonus
and everyone who attended had a great time.
State Session is just around the corner
and will be held at the 1620 Plymouth Harbor
Hotel from October 27 thru October 30.
Can you believe this will be our 150th State
Session?! We’ll be “kicking off” a year-long
150th Anniversary Celebration of the MA State
Grange starting at State Session. Detailed
information will be sent to each Grange secretary. I’m hoping every Grange is planning to
send a delegate this year to contribute to the
growth of the Grange at this momentous time.
Glenn
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Quarterly Report of the
Executive Committee
It seems that summer has flown by. Daylight
has changed - later sunrises and earlier sunsets. Enjoy the final days of summer.
Due to an increase in cost by the National
Grange, the Executive Committee voted to cover
the cost of all membership recognition awards.
Forms will be updated in the Secretary’s Packet
distributed at State Session.
The Executive Committee voted to approve
the following Agriculture Education Grants:
Acushnet Grange - $1,600; Ware Grange - $800;
Upton Grange - $450; and Connecticut Valley
Pomona Grange - $2,500.
The 2022 State Session Program for the
State Session in Plymouth was approved. The
dates are October 27 to October 30.
The Executive Committee voted to submit a
resolution regarding State Grange reports and
990-N filings for delegate consideration at the
State Session.
See REPORT Page 2
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Upcoming Events

REPORT From Page 1

Friday, September 9, 4-8 p.m. & Saturday,
September 10, Noon-8 p.m. — Dartmouth
Grange Fair, Patrons’ Hall, 1133 Fisher Rd. For
information visit: https://www.dartmouthgrange.org/grange-fair.html.
Monday, September 12, 7 p.m. — Holden
Grange, Installation of Officers, Holden Senior
Center, 1130 Main St.
Thursday, September 15, 6 p.m. —
Worcester Central Pomona Joint Meeting
with Sterling Grange, Sterling Grange Hall,
14 Maple St. Legislative Night with Sen. Gobi
and Rep. Kilcoyne.
Saturday, September 24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. —
Upton Grange Agricultural Fair, 15 Milford St.
Monday, September 26, 7 p.m. — Holden
Grange, ID Theft and Fraud Protection, Holden
Senior Center, 1130 Main St.
Saturday, October 1, 5:30 p.m. — Holden
Grange, Public Supper & Harvest Auction,
Holden Senior Center, 1130 Main St.
Saturday, October 1, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. —
Dudley Grange Apple Festival.
October 27-30 — 150th State Grange
Session, Hotel 1620, Plymouth.

There are a number of Granges observing
150th Anniversaries in the next few years. A special plaque is being created to commemorate
this milestone. It was felt that those Granges
who may have had a short break in continuity should still be eligible to receive a plaque.
It was decided that the MSG will honor all the
Granges.
The Grange Extravaganza was a great
success. It was a perfect summer day on the
grounds of the UMass Agriculture Learning
Center in Amherst. Folks were able to talk with
the student farmers, visit the pollinator garden,
enjoy a box lunch under the tent and visit with
fellow Grangers. The afternoon included the
baking and talent contests. Chris Szkutak and
Randy Vaill hosted the event and did a great job!
Folks were heard commenting that they would
enjoy another summer outing next year. State
President Glenn has it on his “things to do list.”
Finally, thank you to all who completed the
survey. This is an important tool in planning for
the future of the State Grange. Your suggestions
and ideas are greatly appreciated, along with
those items that need improvement. As one
might imagine, the amount of material is extensive and will take time to digest and summarize.
A report will be presented at State Session with
the preliminary results. Again, thank you for
your participation.
See you at State Session in Plymouth America’s Hometown.
Kathy Peterson, Chair
Mass. State Grange Executive Committee

Please submit event information to:
stategrangenews@massgrange.org

Submissions will appear in this section as well as on
the Massachusetts State Grange website’s calendar.
———
Check out the State Grange Calendar! Your one
stop location for all the events and meetings
happening this month! http://massgrange.org/
calendar-of-events.html
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From the Agriculture and
Environment Committee

If you didn’t, check out the Grange logo present
on the posters.

Hello Everyone! I hope you all made it
through the heat. The heat and the lack of rain
have really played havoc on my garden, but we
will persevere. I wanted to touch on a few of our
partners this month. Before I do, don’t forget
that the contest deadline is September 15th. If
you have any entries, please contact a member
of the committee.
In last month’s news, a thank you was
printed from Lexington as they were headed to
Ohio for the national competition. I am happy
to announce that Lexington won first place! The
Massachusetts State Grange is a proud partner
with the Envirothon and were able to present
the school with one of the grants from their
proposal to help with the cost of attending the
convention. If you look closely at the bottom
right hand corner of their t-shirts, that is the
150th Massachusetts State Grange logo!

If you ever have any questions about our
partners, please contact a member of the
committee.
Stay cool everyone!
Matt, Kathy, Jessica, Peter, Ann, Warren, & Sam

Dudley Grange cooking up
Apple Festival
As the apples ripen, it’s time to celebrate
again!
On Saturday, Oct. 1, Dudley Hill will once
again ring out with music, laughter and conversation as people from around the region
get together for the annual Dudley Grange
Apple Festival.
We’ll see live music from the Grey Whisker
Pickers and Old Time Fiddlers, artisans displaying their creative talents, animals,
antiques, games, social services, candidates,
plants, vegetables, vendors of various types
and, of course, food. The event’s signature
apple crisp will vanish by the tray-full, with
or without whipped cream, alongside burgers, hot dogs, ice cream and the usual festival
fare. First come, first served as long as it
lasts, with doors open from 10-3.
At the same time, the Black Tavern across
the street is holding its annual juried craft
fair in its historic building and barn, on the
porch, the Tavern grounds and the Dudley
Town Common.
Between now and then, the Grange is
seeking volunteers to help run things and
vendors to participate, and is always looking
for new members who want to help revitalize
the sense of community in our area. If interested, contact Karen at 508-341-6289.

Also, for those of you that attended the
Extravaganza, I hope you had a chance to check
out a couple of the posters that were on display.
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Lecturer’s Corner

length, & d) Include all the following elements of PRIME: Participation, Recreation,
Inspiration, Music, & Education. 4] Createa-Card: 2 Categories: 1) Hand-drawn, or 2)
Decorated / crafted card; with 2 Subjects: a]
Happy Holiday b] Get Well Soon / Juniors: a]
Birthday b] Thanksgiving. 5] Art Contest: 1)
Animals, 2) Flowers, 3) Landscape, 4) People,
& 5) 3-D Sculpture. [Artists may enter all the categories using any medium: a] Oils/ Acrylics; b]
Watercolors; c] Charcoal/ Pencil Drawing, or d]
Pastels] 6] Photography Contest: Categories:
A) Agricultural, B) Animals, C) Flowers; D)
Landscape, E) Patriotic, & F) People. Only original, non-copyrighted prints or digital photos
taken between 9.1.’21 & 8.31.’22 are accepted for
judging. The Program Handbook contest rules
at: https://www.massgrange.org/grange-info-documents. Please mail all your contest
entries to MA Grange Lecturer: Kristin Paulson,
67 Ridge Rd., Upton, MA 01568. You can also
email any Writing Contest entries to Lecturer@
massgrange.org or kep4grange@gmail.com.
Call me if you have any questions about the
Reports or Contests at: 508-282-0769.

To be eligible for awards, ribbons &
prize money all of your Lecturer Contest
entries must be postmarked no later than
September 15, 2022. The winners of the following Contests will receive their awards at the
150th MA State Grange Session in Plymouth
during Lecturer’s Night on Friday Oct. 28th.
Grange Recognition Awards: 1] Agriculture
Education Honor Roll (AG program described
on Lecturer’s Quarterly or Annual Reports) 2]
Outstanding Grange Subordinate & Pomona
Granges that submit a one page report with pictures describing one of the following Programs:
a] Agricultural Fair or Festival, b] Veteran of
the Year Award, c] Citizen of the Year Award
(Public Service). 3] Visitation Prize (Virtual
attendance counts & 1 or more can visit) 4]
Lecturers Annual Report must be emailed or
postmarked by September 15 to be considered
for judging. 5] Certificates of Recognition will
be handed out to qualified Subordinate &
Pomona Lecturers. Individual Recognition: The
6 criteria to qualify for the Grange Hero
Award include Grange attendance, Recruiting
1 new member, Activities, Networking, Grange
participation, & Education. Documentation
Form to verify these six activities and all other
Lecturer’s forms are at: https://www.massgrange.org/lecturer-s-corner.
State Lecturer’s Contests for individuals: will be held with 1st, 2nd, & 3rd prize
ribbons and money awarded in all four age
divisions: Adults [25+], Youth [14-24], Juniors
[5-9 yrs] & Juniors [10-14yrs]. 1] Creative
Writing: a) Poem entitled “Life in a Pandemic”
[4 to 8 stanzas of 4 lines] & b) Essay: “Ups
& Downs” [up to 3 pages]. Juniors: a)
Poem: “Things that make me glad, sad, &/or
mad” & b) Essay: “My Favorite Book is______,
because” [1 page]. 2] Create a Recipe: “Building
Friendships” with at least: 8 ingredients & 6
steps for preparation. Juniors: “Learning a New
Game or Sport” 3] Create a Grange Program:
a) Must be your original work, b) Give sources
& credit to copyrights, c) 20 – 35 minutes in

Thank you for participating,
Kristin Paulson

Mission Statement: “The Massachusetts
State Grange creates opportunities for
leadership and community improvement
through its commitment to expand
agricultural education in order to raise
the quality of life for all.”
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From the Veterans Committee

From the Home & Community
Service Committee

The Veterans Committee is looking forward
to greeting you at State Session in Plymouth next
month. As part of our display, we would like to
include any Grange who has honored veterans
with a Quilt of Valor, a donation to a local charity,
collaboration with a local veteran group to sponsor an event, to name a few. Please send an email
or note to jsegur55@gmail.com or Janet Segur, 26
Glenwood Pl., Rutland, MA 01543 briefly describing what your Grange did for veterans this past
year. A photo or two would be appreciated, too.
September 25th is National Gold Star
Mother’s Day. Annually, since 1936, this day
honors any woman with U. S. citizenship whose
son or daughter died while serving in the U. S.
military or were missing in action.
When the U.S. entered World War I, Grace
Darling Seibold’s son joined the British Royal
Flying Corps. To keep herself from worrying,
Grace occupied her time by visiting wounded servicemen in hospitals. When correspondence from
George suddenly stopping and later hearing of
his death in 1918, his mother not only continued
to devote her time visiting hospitalized veterans
in the Washington DC area, but also began to
support other mothers who lost their sons while
serving in the military.
Grace’s mission led to the founding the
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. in June, 1928.
The organization was named for the use of the
Service Flag displayed in homes, churches,
schools, and businesses to indicate the number
of service members in the family or group. Blue
Stars for living members and a Gold Star for each
member who died.
Since the original designation of Gold Star
Mother’s Day by a joint congressional resolution
almost nine decades ago, each President since
then has annually proclaimed the last Sunday
of September a day to recognize these mothers.
In 2011, President Obama amended the name of
the day to ‘Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day’
as the sacrifice and deep sorrow is shared by the
whole family.

Home and Community Reports

Have you written your Home and Community
Reports yet? It’s your time to shine in what you have
done for the community and Grange. If you have
done only one service, it’s OK and if you have done
many, let us know you have been busy. With lingering COVID issues, it may have dampened your spirit
a bit. But, think of how many little things make a
big thing by combining ALL that Grangers do!
Please mail them to Ruth E. Leahey, 18 Long
Plain Road, South Deerfield, Mass. 01373 or email
them to reftinker@comcast.net.
Events you have held, helped with or supplied materials should be included. These events
inspire other Grangers to do similar things. Many
State session attendees take the time to read these
reports and take away ideas.
Furthermore, the Home and Community
Committee needs 25% of the total Mass Granges
to apply for money for prizes from the National
Grange. Thank you if your Grange sent in a report.

Needlework and Craft Contest Results

August 28th has come & gone. Thank-you to
those of you who entered our Needlework contest. All the entries as always, were beautiful and
in some cases unique in presentation. As in the
past 1st place winners have gone on to the “Big E.”
The Best in Show entry, to go to National Grange
in November, was a plastic craft folding “Fall
Farm Scene” by Debbie Paquette. Below is a list
of winners.
Afghan – 1st – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
Doilie – 1st – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
2nd – Nancy Lescarbeau – Williamstown
Grange #366
Embroidery – 1st – Debbie Paquette– Laurel
Grange #161
2nd – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
3 pc. Baby Set – 2nd – Carol Carter – Laurel
Grange #161
See CONTEST Page 6
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From the Junior Committee

MA State Juniors have enjoyed fun Grange events

Corey Spence, MA Vice President, assisted the
Juniors during the MA State Junior Meeting at
Guiding Star Grange on August 18.

CONTEST From Page 5
Plastic Craft – 1st – Debbie Paquette – Laurel
Grange #161
2nd – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
Counted Cross Stitch – 1st – Debbie Paquette –
Laurel Grange #161
2nd – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
Stuffed Toy – 1st – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
Baby Afghan – 1st – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
3rd – Nancy Lescarbeau – Williamstown #366
Latch Hook – 3rd – Debbie Paquette – Laurel
Grange #161
Miscellaneous – 1st – (socks) – Nancy Hill –
Williamstown Grange #366
2nd – (scarf ) – Amanda Cornellier –
Williamstown Grange #366
3rd – (felt mittens) – Nancy Lescarbeau –
Williamstown Grange #366
Thanksgiving Centerpiece – 1st - Carol Carter –
Laurel Grange #161
2nd – Nancy Lescarbeau – Williamsburg
Grange #366
Pot Holders – 1st – Nancy Lescarbeau –
Williamsburg Grange #366
2nd – Katherine Truesdell – Williamstown
Grange #366
3rd – Carol Carter – Laurel Grange #161
Congratulations to all of you for your hard
work & dedication.

MA State Junior Craft Day at Upton Grange on
June 25.

Junior Agriculture Tour at UMASS Amherst
during MA Grange Extravaganza on July 30.

UMASS AG Student helps MA State Juniors plant
seeds.
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RESOLUTIONS FOR THE 150th ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE GRANGE
1.

COMMITTEE LIMITS

WHEREAS, there are over 1200 members of the Massachusetts State Grange; and
WHEREAS, there are many hard-working and talented individuals across the state; and
WHEREAS, there are some members who hold multiple offices and committee positions thereby limiting the
opportunities for other deserving members; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that no member shall be elected or appointed to more than two State positions unless otherwise
specified in the Digest of Laws, Constitution and By-Laws of the Massachusetts State Grange, or the Massachusetts
State Grange Policy Book; and be it further
RESOLVED, that this resolution, upon passage, go into effect at the conclusion of the 2022 Massachusetts State
Grange session; and be it further
RESOLVED, that upon passage, this resolution be made part of the Massachusetts State Grange Policy Book.
Submitted by Heritage Pomona #2		

FINAL ACTION:

2. RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TO STATE GRANGE
WHEREAS, the Ritual of the Fifth Degree refers to Pomona members as “the legislators of our Order”; and
WHEREAS, resolutions being submitted to the State Grange for action at session should be properly considered
by members with varying viewpoints; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that ARTICLE XI, RESOLUTIONS be added to the Constitution of the Massachusetts State Grange,
to read; 11.1 “Any resolution that is approved by a Subordinate Grange, must then be sent to the Secretary of the
Pomona Grange whose jurisdiction the Subordinate Grange resides for review and action. If the resolution passes,
the resolution would then be sent to the Secretary of the State Grange to be reviewed by the Executive Committee
as outlined in ARTICLE X, Section 10.1. All deadlines put forth by the State Grange must still be followed. No
resolution submitted solely by a Subordinate Grange shall be acted upon at State Grange Session unless previous
approval by the Executive Committee of the Massachusetts State Grange has been received in writing.”
Submitted by Heritage Pomona #2		

FINAL ACTION:

3. STATE GRANGE JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS
WHEREAS, the Massachusetts State Grange Journal of Proceedings is the official record of the actions taken
by the Delegate Body regarding constitution and bylaw changes of the Massachusetts State Grange as well as
recommendations and policy positions; and
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WHEREAS, The Massachusetts State Grange Journal of Proceedings is an important tool for the Pomona,
Subordinate and Junior Granges of Massachusetts in knowing of and adhering to the laws governing these,
Grange; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange provide annually to each Pomona, Subordinate and Junior
Grange under its jurisdiction one printed copy, at no charge, of the annual Massachusetts State Grange Journal of
Proceedings; and be it further
RESOLVED, that additional copies of the Massachusetts State Grange Journal of Proceedings, either printed or
by electronic media, be made available to Granges or individual members at such reasonable cost and ordering
deadline as shall be determined by the Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee.
Submitted by Minuteman Pomona #16

FINAL ACTION:

4. CONFERRAL OF THE SIXTH DEGREE
WHEREAS, one of the foremost concerns of the Officers of the Massachusetts State Grange should be to have
the business of the annual State Grange Session conducted in as efficient manner as possible; and
WHEREAS, the amount of time allotted to the election and installation of Officers in alternate full election years
is significant in the schedule of the State Grange session in those years; and;
WHEREAS, the cost of conferring the Sixth Degree is significant in the overall expense of the annual session;
and
WHEREAS, those members seeking advancement to the Sixth Degree has been relatively low in relation to the
time and cost of conferring the Sixth Degree; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange adopt a policy of conferring the Sixth Degree in alternate
years, not coinciding with those years requiring full election and installation of Offers; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange adopt a policy of having the Fifth Degree exemplified in full
form in those years that the Sixth Degree is to be conferred.
Submitted by Minuteman Pomona #16

FINAL ACTION:

5. SESSION COMMITTEE MEETINGS
WHEREAS, alternate methods of the Massachusetts State Grange Session Committee meeting may reduce
meeting burdens and encourage participation by delegates; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange President develop a trial plan for one or more Session
Committee to meet prior to the Annual Session of the Massachusetts State Grange; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that, upon approval by the Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee, this trial plan may
be enacted for the 2023 Massachusetts State Grange Annual Session.
Submitted by Heritage Pomona #2

FINAL ACTION:

6. SIXTH DEGREE CONFERRAL AT SPECIAL SESSION
WHEREAS, the conferral of the Sixth Degree is an important but burdensome responsibility of the Massachusetts
State Grange; and
WHEREAS, in the past, the Massachusetts State Grange has conferred the Sixth Degree in Special Session when
the National Grange Session is held in local states, as will occur in New York in 2023; and
WHEREAS, the ritual of the Order, particularly that of the Fifth Degree, encourages experimentation and sharing
of the results of experiments; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange not confer the Fifth nor Sixth Degree at the 2023 Annual State
Grange Session; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange confer the Sixth Degree in one or more Special Sessions
during 2023, prior to the Annual National Grange Session; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange ensure sufficient conferral of the Fifth Degree within its
jurisdiction during 2023; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee solicit and share feedback on not
conferring the Fifth and Sixth Degrees at the 2023 Annual State Session and conferring the Sixth Degree at 2023
Special Session(s).
Submitted by Heritage Pomona #2

FINAL ACTION:

7. REPORTS TO THE STATE GRANGE AND 990-N FILING
WHEREAS, the Executive Committee Report and Secretary Report are currently submitted quarterly to the
Massachusetts State Grange requiring officers to set aside time to complete reports and audit the Grange’s books
every three months; and
WHEREAS, every Massachusetts Grange is required to file a 990-N electronic postcard with the IRS each year;
and
WHEREAS, monitoring and tracking the reports and filings for every Massachusetts Grange takes significant
time by State Grange officers; and
WHEREAS, many Granges have trouble keeping up with all the reports and some Granges have technical
difficulties filing the 990-N or have fallen victim to scams relative to filing the 990-N; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee develop a plan to reduce the frequency
of required reports filed with the Massachusetts State Grange; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee revise the required reports to allow the
State Grange to file the 990-N for each Massachusetts Grange; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the revised reports and procedures be presented at the 2023 State Grange Session for
implementation during the following Grange year.
Submitted by Massachusetts State Grange Executive Committee
FINAL ACTION:
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History Comes
Alive in
Plymouth

Thursday, October 27, 2022
1:00 p.m. - Bus departs Hotel 1620
Please arrive by 12:45 p.m.

Jenney Interpretive Centre’s Education Director, Leo Martin, leads a tour of:
•

Forefathers Monument – One monument, five statues. Learn about the US’s largest
solid free-standing granite monument and the five principles which helped to form our
country.

•

Pilgrim Rock/Waterfront Tour* – Is Plymouth Rock really the rock our
Forefathers stepped on? Leo will share why historians know it is. Then, enjoy a leisurely
walk along the waterfront, stopping at monuments and sites to complete the story. Tour
ends at the Mayflower pier.
*Restrooms will be available at beginning and end of the waterfront tour.

3:05 p.m. Bus returns to Hotel 1620
Cost: $15

Make check payable to Massachusetts State Grange

Reservations due by October 7th to:
Janet Segur, 26 Glenwood Place, Rutland, MA 01543
For more information, call 508-886-2341 or email jsegur55@gmail.com.
Complete form below and send with payment.
I/we will be attending the pre-session tour in Plymouth on Oct. 27, 2022.

Name(s) ______________________________________________
email: ______________________

phone: __________________
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77 UPTON GRANGE
AGRICULTURAL FAIR
September 24th ~ Saturday 9 to 4 pm
Pet the Farm Animals

UPTON HERITAGE DAY at VFW

Meet Local 4-H Club Kids

15 Milford St. Upton, MA 01568
~ Family Fun ~
~ Games ~
~ Bake Sale ~
~ Flea Market ~

Local Farmers will
be displaying Farm
Animals & selling
produce, honey,
eggs, & meat.

Win Ribbons & Prizes for your home-grown
fruits, vegetables, flowers, eggs, baked &
canned goods and for home-made sewing,
art & crafts, photos, & floral arrangments.

Saturday Sept. 24: Agricultural Exhibits on Display

EXHIBITORS INFO
Enter & arrange your exhibits on Friday

Sept. 23rd ~ 5 pm to 9 pm at VFW
NO EXHIBIT WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER
7:00 AM on Saturday the 24th

Anyone in Massachusetts may exhibit at the Fair. Youth
exhibits are for boys & girls, from 9 to 18 years.
For a Premium Book with the rules for exhibiting & info
about the Fair go to: www.UptonGrange.org and also
info is at: www.Facebook.com/GrangeUpton/ Fair
Premium Books are at Upton Town Hall & Local town
Libraries. Email UptonMA125@gmail.com for Fair Info.

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM inside the VFW Hall
Auction of Fruits, Veggies, & Baked Items at 3:00 pm

OutdOOr AlmAnAc
SEPTEMBER | 2022

1

Dragonflies and damselflies can be found hunting over fields
and wetlands. Dragonflies are stout-bodied and land with
wings out flat. Damselflies have long, slender abdomens,
eyes out on the sides of their heads, and most sit with wings
together over their backs.

4

Look for male Ospreys tending to their young.
Females migrated last month; peak
migration for males and their
young is later this month.

7

American Goldfinch is almost exclusively a seedeater, even
when feeding nestlings. They are also a late nester, which
gives them access to the very nutritious seeds of thistle for
their young. Look for thistle heads and other composites and
watch for the goldfinch’s acrobatic seed harvesting.

9

Mushrooms seem to pop up overnight with the first cooler
rains—puffballs, stinkhorns, hen of the woods, and more
appear throughout the fall. Stinkhorns usually live up to their
name, having a slimy, elongated body and vile smell.

10

Full moon

11

On clear days with a northerly breeze look for kettles of
Broad-winged Hawks circling high in the sky on their way
to South America.

14

18

Find strikingly colored hooded owlet moth caterpillars feeding
on asters and goldenrods: green or purple with yellow stripes
on goldenrod, and black with red and yellow stripes on both
asters and goldenrod.

23

Today is the Fall Equinox, or the first day of fall. Day and night
are both 12 hours long.

25

Bumblebees are the most common pollinators seen when
temperatures are 55°F or lower, as they not only have more
insulation than other insects, but they can also warm
themselves by shivering their wing muscles.

28

Dark-eyed Juncos can be found yearround, but their population increases
in the fall as many return from the
north to overwinter here. Look for their
distinctive white breast and dark hood
plumage and listen for their sweet
bell-like trills.

29

Woodchucks are out eating as much as they can to add fat
equal to 30 to 40 percent of their body weight before they
begin hibernation. If they can’t accumulate enough fat
reserves, they will not survive the winter.

30

Last day to enter the Mass Audubon Photo Contest. If you
have taken photos of any of the wonderful things listed in the
almanac, enter them at massaudubon.org/picturethis.

Blackpoll Warblers, along with many other warbler species,
migrate through on their way south.

15

Not all migrating orange butterflies are Monarchs; American
and Painted Ladies also migrate this time of year. The dorsal
(upper) surface of their wings is orange but when closed the
wings are spotted gray-brown on their ventral (lower) surface.

massaudubon.org

